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W88-0054.20.  Hogenboom, Joshua M. (1900-1994). 




 Hope College class of 1925, Western Theological Seminary class of 1928, and Reformed 
Church in America pastor since 1928.  Materials include articles, bulletins, call letters, 
correspondence, photographs, a pamphlet, The Historical Development of the Particular Synod 
of Michigan: 1955-1980 by Howard Schipper, and materials regarding the Reformed Church 
Expansion Program.  
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 Joshua M. Hogenboom was born to Mr. and Mrs. George Hogenboom in Clymer, New 
York, on June 5, 1900.  He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Hope College in 1925, and 
Bachelor of Divinity and Master of Theology degrees from Western Theological Seminary in 
1928.  
 The first portion of Hogenboom’s career was spent serving various Reformed 
congregations.  They include Fairview Reformed in Fairview, Illinois (1928-1935), First 
Reformed in Decatur, Michigan (1935-1939), Nardin Park Reformed in Detroit, Michigan (1939-
1947), and Central Reformed in Muskegon, Michigan (1947-1949).  He then took on a different 
form of ministry when he accepted the call to become the Field Secretary of the Particular Synod 
Chicago.  Hogenboom served in this capacity until 1954 when the Synod of Chicago was split 
into two parts (Chicago and Michigan), and he went to serve the newly formed Particular Synod 
of Michigan.  During his time as Field Secretary, he was instrumental in organizing forty new 
RCA congregations.  Hoogenboom served as the Synod of Michigan’s Field Secretary until 1958 
when he accepted the call to serve as pastor of Randall Community Reformed Church in 
Fultonville, New York.   Hogenboom retired in 1965.  Joshua M. Hogenboom died in Ocala, 
Florida, on April 19, 1994.   
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The Joshua M. Hogenboom papers center around the RCA’s Expansion Program, of 
which Hogenboom played an important part from 1949-1958.  The large amount of expansion 
material he saved, as well as his correspondence, illustrates how he took pride in the work he did 
to begin new congregations.   His accomplishments are not only evident in the large number of 
churches he was instrumental in starting, but also in the letters showing appreciation for his fine 
work.  Expansion materials in the collection include promotional items, reports, newsletters, 
articles, correspondence, and call letters. 
 







 Other materials in this collection include bulletins, photographs of Trinity Reformed 
Church in Waupun, Wisconsin, a poem, and a paper entitled, The Historical Development of the 
Particular Synod of Michigan: 1955-1980.  Howard Schipper, the author of the paper, 






 Articles, 1954-1956 
 Bulletins (1 folder) 
  Abbe Reformed Church, Clymer, New York, 1978 
  Community Reformed Church, Clearwater, Florida, 1978 
  Ordination and Installation of his son, Kermit Hogenboom, 1958 
  Riverford Heights Reformed Church, Detroit, Michigan, 1976 
 Call Letters, 1949, 1955    
 Church Expansion Program, 1951-1960, n.d. 
 Correspondence, 1949-1981, n.d. 
 The Historical Development of the Particular Synod of Michigan: 1955-1980 (written by  
  Howard Schipper), 1980 
 Pamphlet, Rise Up O Men of God! ca. 1960  
 Photographs, Trinity Reformed Church, Waupun, Wisconsin, n.d. (2 images) 




 Statistical Report on 24 newly-organized churches, 1957 
